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Yau Tsim Mong District Council

Meeting on12 December 2013

& ” from Mr., HUI Tak Leuns_

Thank you for the enquiry of Mr. HUI Tak Leung. Our reply is as follows:

~

Ql. KBBREGIEHREEEES D TREETF ?
At present, there are 6 waterworks contracts being undertaken by Water Supplies
Department in Yau Tsim Mong District. The waterworks concerned mainly include
the territory-wide Replacement & Rehabilitation of Water Mains Programme and
general maintenance waterworks. The contract number and title arc:

—

Contract Number  |Contract Title
16/WSD/06 Replacement and Rehabilitation of Water Mains Stage 2
Mains in West Kowloon and Kowloon City
3/WSD/08 Replacement and Rehabilitation of Water Mains Stage 3
| Mains in West Kowloon (Package A) L]
6/WSD/08 Replacement and Rehabilitation of Water Mains Stage 3
Mains in West Kowloon (Package B)
13/WSD/10 Replacement and Rehabilitation of Water Mains Stage 4 Phase 1
Mains in West Kowloon, Kwai Tsing and Tsuen Wan
14/WSD/11 Replacement and Rehabilitation of Water Mains Stage 4 Phase 2
Mains in West Kowloon
1/WSD/11(K) Term Contract for Waterworks, District K — Kowloon

Q5. ZKIFFTE 2013 £ | RESHRUWEIZ VBRI T2 ?
From January 2013 to 30 November 2013, Water Supplies Department received 220
nos. of complaints relating to waterworks in Yau Tsim Mong District.

Water Supplies Department

5 December 2013
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Planning and Lands Branch
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11 December 2013
Ms Joanne Chung
. Secretary

Yau Tsim Mong District Council
4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices
30 Luen Wan Street

Kowloon
|

Dear Ms Chung,

Invitation to Attend the Meeting
of Yau Tsim Mong District Council

Thank you for your letter of 2 December, inviting the Development
Bureau to attend the meeting of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council on
12 December to discuss the Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme (MBIS)
and the Mandatory Window Inspection Scheme (MWIS). From the paper
submitted by Members, we understand that Members mainly would like to
discuss the workflow of the MBIS and the MWIS, the number and distributjon
of target buildings selected for implementation of the two schemes in Yau
Tsim Mong District, as well as the manpower allocation within the Buildings
Department (BD) for implementing the two schemes. We have assigned BD
staff to attend the meeting of the District Council to answer Members'

questions.
Thank you for your interest in the MBIS and the MWIS.
Yours sincerely,

S

(Miss Florence Lo )
for Secretary for Development

c.c. Director of Buildings (Attn : Mr Patrick Tsui)  [Fax : 3162 0948]
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5 December 2013

Ms Joanne Chung

Secretary
Yau Tsim Mong District Council

4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices,
30 Luen Wan Street ‘
Kowloon

Dear Ms Chung,

| Thank you for inviting the Financial Secretary Office and the Financial
Services and the Treasury Bureau to attend the Yau Tsim Mong District
Council meeting on December 12.

In order to collect views and suggestions on the 2014 Policy Address
and the 2014-15 Budget, Chief Executive, Chief Secretary for Administration
and Financial Secretary have held more than 30 consultation sessions. In
addition, we will hold a total of three regional forums to which all District
Council members will be invited so as to collect local views effectively.

We appreciate the invitation from Yau Tsim Mong District Council. I
regret to inform you that we are unable to attend the meeting due to other work
commitments. Should members of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council have
any other views or suggestions on the 2014 Policy Address and the 2014-2015
Budget, they are welcomed to submit their proposals to us or to join the
regional forum on December 8 (Sunday) from 2:30pm to 4:00pm at Mong
Kok Kai Fong Association Ltd Chan Hing Social Service Centre. Their views
are valuable to us. '

for

c.c. Assistant Secretary, Financial Secretary Office
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A Breath of Fresh Air for Mong Kok Residents
(YTMDC Paper No. 125/2013)

Environmental Protection Department’s written response

Due to year to year variation of meteorological conditions, the air quality will be
different from previous years even if pollutant emissions remain unchanged. For this reason,
short-term changes in air quality are susceptible to such variations. To assess the effectiveness
of mitigation measures scientifically, long-term trends of pollutants for many years should be
observed instead of year by year snap shots of short-term pollutant data. In fact, due to the
measures taken by EPD to reduce emissions , including requiring power plants to install
desulfurization equipment, launched a series of measures to reduce emissions from vehicles
(see next paragraph), encouraged the ocean-going vessels to switch to cleaner fuels during
berthing etc., air quality has shown signs of improvement. Between 2006-2012 Hong Kong
general air quality of sulfur dioxide (SO2), respirable suspended particulates (RSP) and fine
particulates (PM2.5) concentrations decreased by 50% , 23% and 30% respectively. SO2,
RSP, PM2.5 and NOx concentrations also significantly improved at the roadside which were
decreased by 52 %, 29 %, 30 % and 12% respectively. However, roadside NO2 concentration
has increased by 23%. This is mainly due to vehicle emissions of nitrogen oxides and rise
in ozone levels in the Pearl River Delta region in recent years where the latter will readily
oxidize the emission from vehicles to nitrogen dioxide and resulting in roadside NO2 rise.

To reduce vehicle emissions, we had implemented a series of emission reduction
measures between 2000 and 2005, including subsidized the replacement of diesel taxis and
light buses with LPG ones, the introduction of advanced smoke test methods and increase in
fixed smoky vehicles penalty, subsidized the retrofitting of pre-Euro diesel vehicles with
particulate trap/catalytic converter, and tightened motor vehicle fuel specifications and
emission standards for newly registered vehicles. The further emission reduction measures
implemented from 2006 include:

1. Tightened the emission standard for newly registered vehicles to Euro IV in 2006 and
further to Euro V in 2012.

2. Provided tax incentives in 2007 to introduce early Euro V diesel. In 2010, Euro V
petrol and diesel became the statutory motor vehicle fuel standards.

3. Diesel commercial vehicles are major sources of roadside air pollution. To accelerate the
phasing out of old diesel commercial vehicles and to improve roadside air quality, the
Government has implemented incentive schemes since 2007 to encourage the use of more
environmentally-friendly vehicles, including incentive schemes for the early replacement of
pre-Euro, Euro I and Euro II diesel commercial vehicles and first registration tax concessions
for environmentally-friendly vehicles. Under the incentive schemes for the early
replacement of pre-Euro/Euro I and Euro II diesel commercial vehicles implemented in 2007
and 2010 respectively, a total of 17,000 pre-Euro and Euro I and 7,000 Euro II diesel
commercial vehicles were replaced with new vehicles. Also, as at October 2013, we have
approved about 58,400 applications of environmentally-friendly petrol cars and 20,400
environmentally-friendly commercial vehicles.

4. The Government set up a $300 million Pilot Green Transport Fund in March 2011 to



subsidize public transport trades and goods vehicle owners to trial low-emission and
low-carbon innovative transport technologies. This is to encourage the industries to
introduce more innovative green transport technologies. So far, the Fund has approved 58
trials, involving a total amount of subsidy of about $ 82 million for testing 14 electric taxis,
two small electric buses, 11 electric buses and 32 electric vehicles, 28 hybrid goods vehicles,
12 small hybrid buses, as well as a solar air conditioning system.

5. Currently, there are about 18,100 LPG taxis and 3,600 LPG light buses. We have
launched a one-off funding scheme in August 2013 to subsidize owners of LPG taxis and
light buses to replace worn-out catalytic converters and oxygen sensors. The scheme will
end on 31 March 2014. Replacement work will be carried out in three phases according to
the year of manufacture of the vehicle. The Phase one of the scheme progresses well and
has about 10,000 taxis and 2,000 light buses participated, accounting for about 80% of the
vehicles. It will end on 31 December 2013. After the completion of the replacement
programme, we will deploy remote sensing devices to identify those LPG and petrol vehicles
which emit excessively. Vehicles found to be emitting excessive emissions will be required
to pass an advanced emissions test with the aid of a chassis dynamometer within 12 working
days. Otherwise, the vehicle license will be cancelled.

To accelerate the phasing out of the remaining old diesel commercial vehicles, the
Government has submitted proposed regulations to phase out some 80,000 vehicles pre-Euro
IV diesel commercial vehicles. The proposed regulafion will stipulate retirement deadlines
for pre-Euro diesel commercial vehicles on 1 January 2016 and 1 January 2017; 1 January
2018; and 1 January 2020, for Euro I, II and III vehicles respectively. It also sets a
service-life limit of 15 years for newly registered diesel commercial vehicles. The
Government will offer gratia payments of 27% to 33% of the average taxable values of new
vehicles to eligible vehicle owners. The proposed regulations are being considered by the
Legislative Council and if approved, it will become effective on 1 February 2014. Phasing
out pre-Euro IV polluting diesel commercial vehicles can reduce vehicular emissions of
respirable suspended particulates and nitrogen oxides by 80% and 30% respectively. As
well as contributing towards the attainment of the new Air Quality Objectives that will take
effect in 2014, the reduction can also reduce by half the cancer risk associated with exposure
to diesel engine exhaust fumes.

In addition, emission reduction measures for franchised buses include:

1.  Hong Kong has no pre-Euro buses, and all Euro I buses will be replaced with Euro V or
above models by 2015 the latest. In addition, the Government will fully fund the franchised
bus companies for the capital costs of retrofitting selective catalytic reduction devices for
Euro II and III franchised buses to reduce nitrogen oxide emissions.

2. The ultimate policy objective of the Government is to have zero emission buses running
across the territory. In this regard, the Government will fully subsidize the franchised bus
companies to purchase 6 hybrid buses and 36 electric buses (including battery-electric buses
and supercapacitor buses) for trials. The trials are expected to commence in the second half
of 2014 and last for two years. We will review the preliminary results in about one year
after the trials.

3. Franchised buses are one of the major sources of roadside air pollution in busy corridors
and they predominantly ply through populous and busy areas. Hence, setting up low
emission zones for buses in these busy areas can effectively improve the roadside air quality.



Therefore, the Government plans to set up pilot low emission zones in busy corridors at
Causeway Bay, Central and Mong Kok. The aim is to allow only low-emission buses (i.e.
buses of Euro IV or better emission level) to ply within the zones by 2015.

The above vehicle emission reduction measures that are being implemented or plan to be
implemented will further reduce the roadside concentrations of respirable suspended
particulates and fine particulates, in particular the nitrogen dioxide level at the roadside and
as a result the roadside air quality of Hong Kong (including busy areas such as Mong Kok)
will be substantially improved.
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Since the subject in question is led and co-ordinated by EPD, inputs from TD will
be co-ordinated by EPD in response on this subject. TD have no supplement to

this subject."
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